January Meetings 


Dates & Times: 
Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday 
January 14, 1981 


Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, January 14 and 15, 1981. 


Place: 
May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


Speaker: 
Dr. Burney LeBoeuf 


Subject 
“Elephant Seals: Why Do They Do That?” 


Every year from Baja California to the 
Farallon Islands the northern elephant seals 
establish breeding colonies at approxi- 
mately 12 locations along the coast and the 
complex interactions of these colonies have 
fascinated animal behaviorists for years. 
The males, which can grow to two tons, 
establish their hierarchy before the females 
arrive to give birth to their pups and the 
ensuing fights for dominance between the 
males are among the most dramatic con- 
flicts in the animal world. The outcome 
establishes a pecking order with the vic- 
torious males becoming the sires of most of 
the pups. 


Dr. Burney LeBoeuf, Professor of Biology at 
the University of California at Santa Cruz, is 
a leading expert on elephant seals, and in his 
Slide/lecture, given in conjunction with the 
exhibit Mirounga, he will describe the dif- 
ference in reproductive strategy between the 
males and females. In addition to examining 
the evolution of the elephant seal popula- 
tions, Dr. LeBoeuf is studying the language 
of these magnificent animals. 


As usual, your membership card will admit 
you through the main entrance at Cowell 
Hall for the evening presentation and 
through Cowell Hall and Wattis Hall 
entrances for the matinee. Please be 
prepared to show your card once again at 
the auditorium door for the matinee 
presentation. 
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Special Presentation 


Nature’s Original 
Feather Art 


Speaker: 

David Cavagnaro 
Wednesday, January 21 
8:00 p.m. 


May Treat Morrison 
Auditorium 


Among the natural materials 
used to create works of art, feathers 
provide perhaps the greatest range 
of colors and textures. Since they first 
appeared in the fossil record on the 
little feathered lizard, Archaeopteryx, 
they have been used to insulate, 
camouflage and attract, but their 
greatest achievement has been to con- 
quer the heavens with flight. 


In conjunction with the exhibit Feather 
Arts: Beauty, Wealth, and Spirit from 
Five Continents, photographer, writer, 
teacher and biologist David Cavagnaro 
will present a slide/lecture celebration 
of the feather in its many natural 
forms. Some of the photos were taken 
of ‘found feathers” encountered in the 
field; others represent a tour through 
the ornithology collections of the 
Academy, feather patterns as they 
actually appear on the most beautiful 
birds of the world. We will also take a 
look at photos of the birds whose 
feathers are included in the Feather 
Arts exhibit — those species which 
have for centuries been held sacred by 
various tribal peoples around the world. 


This special program is presented free 
of charge. 
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Special Exhibits 


For centuries the lure of the sea and its — 
treasure has inspired man to overcome his 
landlocked status and enter the ocean realm. 
In a new traveling exhibit entitled Exploring 
the Deep Frontier: The Adventure of Man in 
the Sea, presented in collaboration with the 
National Geographic Society, the history of 
diving is explored from man’s earliest 
attempts to modern day diving devices. 
Audio-visual programs, photos, artifacts, and 
text will answer the question, ‘Why dive?” 
Through May 17 in Lovell White Hall and 
Hohfeld Gallery Il. 


The exhibit Feather Arts: Beauty, Wealth, 
and Spirit from Five Continents, is a visual 
feast of featherworks. Some of the objects 
on display are still being made and used 
today in ritual and dance, but most have 
long since disappeared from native craft 
repertoires and we know them only from 
museums. By looking closely at these 
pieces and studying the cultures in which 
they were used, we can enjoy a new 
understanding of how works of art may 
intermingle with ideas about beauty, wealth, 
and spirit. Through April 30 in the Patricia 
Price Peterson and Atholl McBean 
Galleries. 


The photographic exhibit entitled Mirounga: 
The Elephant Seals of Ano Nuevo is on 
display in Hohfeld | Gallery through April. 
These color and black and white photos by 
Kenneth Parker and Eugene Fisher portray 
the breeding colony and document both the 
awesome and humorous aspects of life as 
an elephant seal. The interpretive text is by 
Dr. Burney LeBoeuf who, in conjunction 
with this exhibit, will be the featured 
speaker at this month’s members’ 
meetings. (See the beginning of this 
Newsletter for details). 


Other exhibits include Images of Japan in 
Lower Cowell Hall Gallery, through January 
15; Woven Treasures: The Clay P. Bedford 
Indian Basket Collection in Wattis Gallery, 
through February 1; Afghanistan in Cowell 
Hall, through February. 


Morrison Planetarium 


Light Shows 


New science fiction show, “The Last Ques- 
tion”, opens January 9. Without energy life is 
impossible and the universe, as we know it 
would die. As the earth’s fuel resources are 
exhausted, we look to the sun to provide for 
our future energy needs, but the sun will not 
last forever. Eventually every star in the 
universe will die, leaving our descendants 
with the ultimate, cosmic energy crisis. This 
is the subject of The Last Question which is 
based on the short story of the same name 
by Isaac Asimov. The show is introduced by 
Asimov and narrated by Leonard Nimoy (Star 
Trek’s Mr. Spock). 


Showtimes for The Last Question are Mon- 
day through Friday at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday 
and Thursday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday and Sun- 
day at 12:30, 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. 


Please use your planetarium passes for free 
admission. 


Liquid lights, lumias and lasers all combine 
to dazzle and enchant you in Lights 
Fantastic, the original show produced by Eye 
See the Light Show, Inc. The new light and 
sound experience Rock Fantasy, brings you 
music such as “Voyager” by Gama, “‘Star- 
ship Trooper” by Yes, “Moving in Stereo” by 
The Cars, and ‘“‘Comfortably Numb” by Pink 
Floyd. 


Lights Fantastic showtimes: Friday at 7:30 
and 9:00 p.m., Saturday at 5:00, 7:30 and 9:00 
p.m., and Sunday at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. 


Rock Fantasy showtimes: Thursday and 
Sunday at 9:00 p.m., and Friday and Saturday 
at 10:30 p.m. 


Tickets are available in advance through 
BASS outlets or at the Academy box-office 
one-half hour before showtime. Admission is 
$3.50 for adults for all performances and 


‘$1.50 for seniors (65 and over) and children 


under 10. ($1.75 on Friday and Saturday). 


For Light Show information, call 387-6300 or 
6301. For BASS outlets call 835-3849. 


Please Note: This is not a regular 
planetarium show, nor are your planetarium 
passes usable for this attraction. 


Inside the Academy 


Several pieces from an exhibition of 
Australian Aboriginal art which toured the 
United States have been donated to the 
California Academy of Sciences by the 
Australian Government, and are now on 
display in the Academy’s Wattis Hall of 
Man. The Academy received 18 items from 
the exhibition including sculptures and 
carvings from Arnhem Land in northern 
Australia, and a range of woven mats, 
wooden bowls, carrying dishes and 
weapons. The items were presented on 
November 12 by the Australian Consul 
General in San Francisco, Mr. G.V. Brady. 


Junior Academy 


The Bay Area will soon be awakening to 
Spring and once again the Junior Academy 
is offering a Spring program in the natural 
and earth sciences for 6 to 18 year olds. 
Registration for the twelve afternoon and 
Saturday courses will take place in the 
Junior Academy on Saturday, February 7 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Three classes for 9 to 18 year olds, designed 
to highlight the exhibit Exploring the Deep 


Frontier, will be Oceanography, Marine Mam- 


mals, and The Life of Fishes. A Saturday 
field course for 12 to 18 year olds entitled 
The Ecology of the California Coast will take 
the students to locations such as Muir 
Woods, the coastal dunes and chaparrals, 
the coast range mountains, estuaries and 
lagoons. 


There will be 4 classes including one called 
The Five Senses, offered to the 6 to 8 year 
olds and their parents. 


Don’t miss registration day on Saturday, 
February 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All 
students not currently members will need to 


pay a $5.00 Junior Academy membership fee. 


Any student who paid the membership fee 
this past summer or fall need not pay again 
as it covers a full year’s membership. Please 
check the date on your membership card. 
Call 221-5100 or write the California 
Academy of Sciences for additional informa- 
tion and a complete class schedule and 
Outline. 


Education and Travel 


Four fascinating classes and programs are 
on the schedule for January... .details 
appear in your ‘Activities Calendar”. For 
further information please call the Educa- 
tion/Travel Office at (415) 221-5100, ext. 211. 


January’s courses are: 


MOLA MAKING: Art Of the Kunas 

January 21 — February 25 

7-9 p.m. 

SONG AND DANCE IN BIRDS AND BEASTS 
January 28 — March 4 

7-9 p.m. 

BLACK HOLES, QUASARS 

AND THE BIG BANG 


January 28 — March 11 | 
7-9 p.m. ai 


Mexico South: Plants and Civilizations _ 
February 20-March 5 


An intriguing itinerary in the southern 
Mexican states of Chiapas and Tabasco. 
Dr. Dennis Breedlove, will lead the group to 
the riches of its floral and archaelogical 
sites including the classic Maya cities of 
Palenque, Yaxchilan, Chinkultic, and his 
research headquarters at San Cristobal de 
las Casas. The group will visit the small 
Lacandon village of Naha with the 
leadership of Gertrude (Trudy) Blom, noted 
archaeologist/anthropologist. There will 
also be a visit to San Juan Chamula to 
observe the festivals of ‘‘Carnival’”. Cost 
for land arrangements is $1740. Air fare is 
$430 at the current G.I.T. rates. For 
information, call the Academy Travel Office 
at (415) 221-5100. 


Natural History of Coastal California 

April 24-28 

Cruise by comfortable bus southward to 
Santa Barbara with Professor Stanley 
Williams as guide naturalist. The itinerary 
will include stops at Point Lobos in 
Monterey, Big Sur and Hearst Castle, the 
Santa Barbara Botanical Gardens and 
Natural History Museum, and a visit to the 
Channel Islands. Cost to be announced. For 
information, please call Gulliver's Travels at 
(415) 346-4400. 


Pueblo Country | 
June 5-14 


Our 10-day tour will concentrate on the 
Indians, archaeological sites and scenic 
beauties of the Great Southwest. Led by Dr. 
Dorothy Washburn, Chairman of the 
Academy’s Anthropology Department, 
members will fly to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico to begin a tour by mini-bus to such 
fascinating areas as: Chaco Canyon, Aztec 
Ruins National Monument, Mesa Verde Na- 
tional Park, Taos, and Santa Fe. An oppor- 
tunity to view the famous Buffalo Dance at 
one of the pueblos highlights this special 
itinerary. For information, please call 
Gulliver’s Travels at (415) 346-4400. 


Alaska 
June 6-21 


Wilderness beauty and a wealth of wildlife 
await Academy members on our popular 
annual expedition to the State of Alaska. Led 
by Academy staff member Jacqueline 
Schonewald, members will cruise to the Col- 
umbia Glacier, spend several days at Camp 
Denali in Mt. McKinley National Park and 
visit the “Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes”. 
New to the itinerary is an overnight cruise 
through the scenic splendor of Glacier Bay. 
Cost is $2201 for land and $416 for air at cur- 
rent G.I.T. rates. For information, please call 
Siemer & Hand, Ltd. at (415) 788-7186. 


Zambia and Zimbabwe 
July 27-August 15 


Botswana — An Optional Extension 
August 11-18 


Game drives in open four-wheel drive 
vehicles and the thrill of guided treks 
through herds of wildlife highlight this tradi- 
tional African safari. Academy Fellow Dr. 
Lawrence Swan will lead members through 
the unspoiled wilderness of Zambia, visiting 
the Luangwa Valley for a 4-day walking safari 


Meet The Departments 


and Kafue, one of Africa’s largest game 
parks. Some time will be spent in Zimbabwe 
for spectacular views of Victoria Falls anda 
visit to the capital city of Salisbury. An 
optional extension to Botswana’s Okavango 
Delta and Chobe National Park is offered to 
those who wish to continue their safari 
adventure. Cost is $2040 for land arrange- 
ments and $1720 for air at current G.I.T. rates 
for the Zambia portion; Botswana extension 
is $695 additional. For information, please 
call the Academy Travel Office at (415) 
221-5100. 


Dr. Luis Baptista, Chairman and Associate 
Curator, and Jacqueline Schonewald, Senior 
Scientific Assistant. 


This month we would like you to meet the 
staff of the Department of Ornithology and 
Mammalogy.. .Birds & Mammals, for short. 


The Chairman and Associate Curator of the 
Department is Dr. Luis Baptista who joined the 
Academy September 1, of this year. For the past 
seven years he was curator of the Moore 
Laboratory of Zoology and Associate Professor 
of the Biology Department at Occidental 
College in southern California. Originally from 
Hong Kong — his ancestors immigrated from 
Portugal in the 1840’s — Baptista moved to the 
United States in 1961 where he attended the 
University of San Francisco. He received his 
PhD from the University of California at Berkeley 
and continued his post-graduate studies at the 
Max Planck Institute of Behavorial Physiology in 
Germany and at the University of Brunschweig. 


It was here that he studied with Professor Klaus 
Immelmann, leading authority in ethology (the 
study of animal behavior). . 


Dr. Baptista’s current research is also in 
ethology; specifically song learning. “Many birds 
learn their songs by vocal tradition from adult 
tutors”, says Baptista. “We know from scientific 
data when the learning process begins; what we 
don’t know is how long the learning process 
continues.” During the past summer Baptista’s 
field work took him to the Tioga Pass region 
near Yosemite National Park to tag birds and 
study the song dialects of the Montaine White- 
crowned sparrows. 


When you walk into Dr. Baptista’s office three 
Socorro Island doves are apt to greet you. In the 
wild these birds appear to be extinct, but in the 
safe harbor of the Academy Baptista can study 
their display, vocalizations and taxonomic 
relations to other species. For instance, by 
observing and studying these specimens of 
doves and related species, Baptista has learned 
that they are closely related to the famous, but 
extinct, passenger pigeon. “Although the main 
purpose of the department is to maintain the 
research collections and to generate research 
using the collections, we also plan to expand 
our studies to include bird sounds and their use 
in classifying birds.” 


Since his retirement our indispensible Senior 
Scientist, Dr. Robert T. Orr, is devoting most of 
his time to writing, leading Academy 
educational tours and acting as major advisor to 
our docent program. 


Senior Scientific Assistant for Birds and 
Mammals is Jacqueline Schonewald, who has 
been with the Academy for almost 26 years! 
She has a keen interest in marine mammals and 
has taught classes on this subject at both the 
Academy and at San Francisco State University. 
Jackie is presently working on the faunal 
analysis of the Fort Mason Indian middens in 
cooperation with the Ichthyology Department of 
the Academy, but one of her long term goals 
has been to increase the collection of marine 
mammal skeletons. “Our department could not 
function without our volunteers and | want to 
thank each and every one for their hard work.” 


Other members of the department include 
Curatorial Assistants Matthew Leddy and Lise 
Thomsen Jones, well Known in museum circles 
for the exquisite quality of her specimen 
preparations, and department secretary, Diana 
Stammerjohn. 


S Regular Members 


Mrs. Elizabeth Aduan 

Mr. Jeffrey C. Anderson 
Mr. Roy L. Bailey 

Miss Motoko Ban 

Miss Peigin Barrett 

Ms. Veronica Basker 

Mrs. Sally Beckman 

Mr. Adolph O. Berger 

Mr. Clifton R. Billings 

Mr. Philip H. Braverman 
Ms. Linda & Mr. James Breeden 
Dr. Burton Brody 

Mr. Joel Brooks 

Ms. Judith Bodenhausen 
Ms. Margaret E. Bruns 
Mr. Byron R. Bryant 

Mr. Milton Buck 

Mrs. Alice L. Burman 

Ms. Mary H. Cantril 

Ms. N.C. Carnochan 

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Chaput 
Mr. Chester Chin 

Rev. & Mrs. Gilbert B. Christian 
Mr. Jerome Cocuzza 

Mr. Jim Coriston 

Ms. Lillian Crosthwaite 
Mr. & Mrs. W.C. Danielsen 
Ms. Jean Davidson 

Mr. David R. Deming 

Mr. Don Denison 

Miss S.M. Dickie 

Ms. Lew Doty 

Mrs. Esther B. Draznin 
Mrs. Rocio luna Dunleavy 
Mr. A.S. Edgerton 

Ms. Mary T. Evens 

Miss Barbara Ezell 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Ferguson & Family 
Ms. Mari O. Fertig 

Mr. Gary T. Fitschen 

Ms. Therese Ann Flood 
Mr. E.V. Flynn 

Mr. Leland Fong 

Mrs. Lroa R. Foote 

Mr. Stanley R. Forbes 

Mr. & Mrs. A.G. Forster 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Friedkin 
Ms. Ruth Frischknecht 
Mrs. Eugene Fulton 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Gehrke 
Miss Ernestine Genesy 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Gerken 
J.S. Gilbert 

Mr. Robert Gilmore 

Mr. Richard S. Godfrey 
Mr. Marshall Goff 

Mrs. Joe Goldman 

Mr. Richard Goodman 

Mr. C.D. Grandt 

Mr. & Mrs. Elwyn A. Hall 
Mr. Henry Gifford Hardy 
Mrs. Manche Harvey 

Mr. Stephen Harvey 

& Ms. Pamela Seifert 

Ms. Judith Heim & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. John M.V. Heldack 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hellman 
Ms. Peggy Hill 

Mr. Don Hillebranat 

K.W. Holland 

Ms. Patricia Hold 

Mr. George J. Honecker 
Miss Hazel Houston 

Mr. & Mrs. Roman Hruska 
Mrs. Carol H. Hungerford 
Mr. Lewis L. Jackson, Jr. 
Mrs. Loretta Jacobs 

Mrs. Jan Janeiro 

Mrs. Esther Johnson 

Mrs. Kathryn H. Jones 
Mr. Ralph W. Jones 

Mr. lan Kasley 

Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Kieckhefer 
Ms. A. Killebrew 

Mr. Walter Krampf 

Mrs. Royal Krieger 

Mr. Arthur J. Kuhn 

Mrs. Sumiko Kurihara 

Mr. Jim Levine 

Miss Adele Leger 

Mr. George E. Licois 

Ms. Jill Light 

Mr. Jospeh Lubow 

Ms. Irene S. Malone 


New Members of the Academ 


Mr. John R. Manning 

& Ms. Vicky Chaet 

Ms. Bonnie E. MArk 

Mr. & Mrs. R.A. Martinez 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. McCaleb 
Mr. William M. McManus 
Mr. Charles Miles 

Mrs. Helen B. Miller 

Ms. Ruth Ann Moran 

Mrs. Tamako Mori 

Mrs. Margery Morris 

Ms. K.B. Morrish 

Mr. Richard Moye 

Mr. John Mullen 

Miss Crystal Munoz 

Dr. C.S. Murphy 

Miss Anita Navon 

Mr. John Neagle 

Mr. Dave Nee 

Ms. Kathy Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Oakeshott 
Mr. William J. Ohlsen 

Miss Kim Ohlson 

Mrs. Christie Osborne 
Miss Sandra Pakula 

Miss Deanna Pankow 

Mr. Henry J. Paoli 

Mr. Norman C. Parrish 
Mrs. Charlotte Pedrick 

Ms. Myfanwy Plank 

Mrs. K. Keith Raymer 

Mr. George J. Resnikoff 
Mr. P.S. Romigh 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernhardt Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. Gail S. Ryujin 
Mr. Robert Schexnayder 
Ms. Carol Schluter 

Ms. Jana Seale 

Miss Suzanne Shaffer 
Miss Peggy Shiozawa 

Mr. John B. Simpson, Jr. 
Mrs. C.A. Smith 

Ms. Terry Smith 

MR. & Mrs. Michael Stoffan 
Ms. Ada Takahashi 

Mr. Mark E. Taylor 

Mr. Sydney Titelbaum 

Mr. Bill Truscott 

Mr. Jim Tutt & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Vennari 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Wagner 
Ms. Melanie Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. Harlan B. Watkins, Jr 
Ms. Karen Wehrman 

Miss M. Caroline Williams 
Dr. David A. West 

Ms. Betty White 

Ms. Claudia Willen 

Ms. R.L. Wilson 

Ms. Barbara Wright 

Ms. Roberta Zadow 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Zimmerman 
Ms. Francine Zolfo 


Contributing Members 
Ms. Margaret Boleyn 

Mr. R.N. Bowles 

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Brock 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Dr. Clarence N. Copeland 
Mr. Roderick Craig 

Mrs. Frederick DaMert 
E.M. Dyson 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. Max R. Garcia 
Mrs. Priscilla Gray 

J.P. Hartog 

Mr. Raymond Hom 

Mr. David F. Joy 

Mr. Steven Kazan 

Ms. Clementina Moya Kun 
Miss A.F. Liermann 

Dr. G. Denny Mallory 

Mr. Howard Mathews 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Donald McKee 
Mr. William L. Oliver III 
Mrs. Lloyd H. Osborn 

Dr. Robert Ripley 

Mrs. Viola Robison 

Mr. John Robert Shuman 
Mr. Robert L. Smith, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Stewart 
Mrs. Michae! P.W. Stone 
Mrs. Jody Thompson 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Tschantz 
Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Wakefield 
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